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Coillte Christmas Trees Just Got Greener
Coillte Opens Its Christmas Tree Centres Around the Country
Coillte, the Irish Forestry Board, officially opened its 21 Christmas tree centres around the country today.  This year, in partnership with Clearpower, Ireland’s leading wood energy company, two of these centres will offer consumers the opportunity to return their trees after Christmas.  These trees will then be processed into a standard woodchip fuel, which in turn will be used to create energy for modern woodchip fuelled heating systems.  

Woodchip fuel is a clean, renewable energy resource which, unlike fossil fuel, is an infinite source of energy produced from trees which are considered carbon neutral i.e., they absorb as much CO2 in their lifetime as they release in the burning process.  Using woodchips as a source of fuel, therefore, limits the effects of climate change. 

The two centres selected to pilot this project are Donadea in Co. Kildare and Glenealy in Co. Wicklow.  Details of these along with Coillte’s other Christmas tree centres, Christmas tree information and much, much more can be viewed at www.coillte.ie.  

ENDS

For further information on Coillte’s Christmas Trees, contact Gráinne Hogan on (01) 2011178 or (086) 821 3147, or email: grainne.hogan@coillte.ie
For further information on Clearpower, contact Jack Murray, Clearpower on (087) 2256090, or see www.clearpower.ie
***IMAGES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST***

Additional Information

Coillte 

Who we are: 

· Coillte is a State-owned company operating in forestry, land-based businesses and added-value timber processing operations 

· Coillte was established in 1988 as a private limited company under the Forestry Act 1988 which set out its objectives and duties 

· The company is owned by the Minister for Finance and the Minister for Agriculture and Food 

· In 2004, Coillte had a turnover of €185 m, a profit of €35 m and was named the 181st largest company in Ireland. All of these profits were re-invested in the business.

Key facts about Coillte 

· Coillte’s estate comprises 1.1 million acres of forest land (approx. 7% land cover in Ireland) 

· 79% (352,000 ha) is forested, the remainder comprises areas such as open space, nature conservation areas, water and roads 

· Estate managed via 2 Regions, and further subdivided into 13 districts 

· Approx. 1,000 staff employed around the country 

· Strong emphasis placed on achieving balance between commercial, environmental and social objectives in managing business 

· Coillte implements a programme of excellence when it comes to forest stewardship. This was recognised by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) who certified our operations back in May 2001 and have subsequently audited us on a number of occasions to ensure that we continue to adhere to the principles and criteria for good forest management

Clear Power

Clearpower deliver the proven benefits of sustainable, CO2 neutral, wood energy to enterprise and Government clients seeking cost effective, stable, low maintenance solutions. All services are fully complient, secure and guaranteed.

Clearpower is active in growing (Energy Crops), wood fuel processing (Renewable Fuels) and energy conversion (Energy Services). Integration across each of these three stages of the wood energy cycle allows the controlled delivery of long term, secure woodfuel contracts to customers. 

Clearpower has built a name for innovation and leadership in this emerging market. Working with expert partners, Clearpower established the first commercial willow energy crop plantations in the Republic of Ireland in 2000, and delivered the first licenced waste management contracts using willow biofiltration in 2003. In the same year, Clearpower completed the first bulk export wood fuel trades. 

Clearpower has installed a growing number of successful wood fuelled heating projects, holds exclusive agencies for leading boiler equipment manufacturers, and has recently launched a woodchip processing depot and a nationwide woodchip delivery/supply service.

Clearpower is privately owned and is supported by Enterprise Ireland and Sustainable Energy Ireland.

For more information please see www.clearpower.ie
Christmas Tree Information

CHRISTMAS TREE CENTRES

	County
	Centre
	Tel:
	Location
	Other

	Cavan
	Dun a Ri Forest Park
	049 4331046
	Fairymount, Kingscourt, Co Cavan
	

	Mayo
	The Store
	094 9029400
	The Store, Breaffy, Castlebar, 

Co. Mayo
	

	Clare
	Cratloe Depot
	061 473119
	Cratloe Forest Park, Cratloe, 

Co. Clare 
	

	Cork
	Farran Forest Park
	021 4324652
	Cork/Macroom Road, Ballincollig, Co. Cork
	

	Cork
	Glenabo Forest
	021 4631583
	Ballyhooley Road, 

Glenabo, Fermoy, Co. Cork
	

	Cork
	Mallow & Banteer
	022 42695
	Mallow & Banteer 

Carmichael Lane, Car Park, Mallow,

Banteer, Co. Cork
	

	Donegal 
	Donegal Depot
	074 9722914
	The Mullins, (Beside Mart)

Donegal Town
	

	Donegal
	Letterkenny Depot
	074 9178047
	Coillte, Hegarty's Old Garage, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal
	

	Donegal
	Buncrana Depot
	074 9178051
	Main Street, Buncrana, 

Co. Donegal
	

	Dublin
	Saggart Depot
	01 2011111
	Saggart Depot, Lugg, Saggart, 

Co. Dublin
	

	Galway
	Galway Dept
	087 1265215
	Miller's Hall

Western Distributor Road

Clybaun, (Behind Monkey Business) 
	

	Galway
	Galway
	087 1265215
	Royal Tara Galway, Mervue, 

Galway City
	

	Kildare
	Donadea Forest Park
	0502 26307
	Donadea Forest Park, Naas, 

Co. Kildare
	Recycling Facilities Available

	Laois
	Monasterevin
	045 869151
	Ballybrittas, Portlaoise, Co. Laois
	

	Limerick
	Coillte Forest Park
	061 396558
	CurraghChase, Kilcornan,

Co. Limerick
	

	Roscommon
	Lough Key Forest Park
	071 9662363
	Lough Key Forest Park, Boyle, 

Co. Roscommon
	

	Sligo
	Sligo Depot
	071 9138213
	Esso Station, Pearse Road, Sligo
	

	Tipperary
	Kilcommon Depot
	086 2502560
	Christmas Tree Farm

Reacross, Co. Tipperary
	

	Westmeath
	Mullingar Depot
	043 47237
	Kilpatrick, Tullamore Road

Mullingar, Co. Westmeath
	

	Wicklow
	Glenealy Depot
	0404 44202
	Glenealy Christmas Tree Farm, 

Ballymanus, Glenealy, Co. Wickow
	Recycling Facilities Available

	Wicklow
	Coillte HQ
	01 2015217
	Coillte, Newtownmountkennedy

Dublin Road, Co. Wicklow
	


Details of recycling facilities provides by local authorities can be found on the following website. www.enfo.ie
A Real Christmas Tree

Growing Christmas trees benefits the environment by removing carbon dioxide, the "greenhouse gas" from the atmosphere. Coillte's farming approach to growing Christmas trees means we are constantly replacing trees we harvest, which will ensure sustained production without harming the forest environment.

The real tree is a living resource, which can be recycled, while the plastic tree consists of metal and plastic materials which cannot be broken down naturally. This impacts the environment during manufacturing and after use. Plastic Christmas trees are often made of PVC, which also has many negative environmental qualities.  During their lifetime, real Christmas trees provide habitats for forest animals and birds.

Coillte trees are produced in Ireland by an Irish workforce whereas most artificial trees are produced abroad.

Christmas Tree Species

The main species of Christmas tree grown in Ireland are Noble fir, lodgepole pine and Norway spruce.
Noble fir which originally came from the Pacific North West of the USA, is symmetrical in shape with dense blue-green needles and excellent needle-holding qualities. Coillte’s Noble fir Christmas trees are fresh quality trees, produce an excellent shape and are ideal for decoration with a lovely pine fragrance.
Lodgepole pine originated in North West of the USA and is conical in shape with a lovely pine fragrance.  It got its name having been used to build the Native American lodges.  The tree has good needle retention quality.

Norway spruce is the traditional Christmas tree but the increased use of the other species have relegated it to third place in the popularity stakes, it makes an excellent tree outdoors and is seen in many public places.

The majority of Christmas Trees sold on the home market are between 4ft and 8ft high, the most popular being between 6ft and 7ft.  A tree this height takes between 7 and 9 years to grow depending on location.

Apart from Christmas trees, other forest produce used at Christmas includes holly and foliage for wreath making and floral decorations.  Coillte exports foliage to Denmark, Germany, the Netherlands and the UK.

Year Round Business

Growing Christmas trees is a labour intensive alternative land use that requires considerable skill and expertise.   Modern Christmas tree farming is a year round business and not simply planting trees and waiting for seven or eight years to harvest and collect the profits.

Spring: Work begins with the site preparation which includes initial weed control, drainage, cultivation and fencing. Fencing is essential not only against domestic stock but also against wild animals such as deer and rabbits. Once the site is prepared the planting can begin and the Christmas tree producer must work hard to ensure that all the new planting is finished to allow trees to settle in before buds begin to swell and burst in late spring.

Late Spring: Following planting the site may need to be fertilised depending on its nutrient requirements. Fertiliser produces bushier trees and improved colour.

Summer: Summer too, is a busy season for the Christmas tree farm. Not only must weeds be monitored and controlled but summer is also the time when much of the work is done to improve the shape and density. This involves pruning, shearing and shaping trees all of which are required to produce the perfect tree. The Christmas tree producer is also busy sourcing markets for trees and getting it right for the customer.

Autumn: Autumn is the build up for the Christmas rush. Trees are selected and tagged for harvesting in November. Harvesting equipment is checked and prepared for the busy months ahead.

Winter: The months of October and November are very busy periods for Christmas tree producers. Harvesting teams fell and bale selected trees and these are loaded on trucks for transport all over Ireland and Europe. Not only is the harvest in full swing but we must be ever vigilant against theft.

Harvesting continues until early December - cutting, netting, grading and loading for dispatch.

Recycling

Coillte customers are welcome to return their trees to our Christmas tree centres at Donadea Forest Park in Co. Kildare and Christmas Tree Farm, Glenealy, Co. Wicklow.  A number of other recycling facilities are available from local authorities throughout the country and information regarding their locations can be found on www.enfo.ie.

You can contribute to a healthier environment by recycling your Coillte Christmas tree.  Our two recycling centres will accept a Coillte tree which will be reprocessed into standard woodchip fuel, which in turn will be used to create energy for woodchip fuelled heating systems. 

Some basic facts on the energy available from Coillte Christmas trees:

· An average tree, when chipped, dried and standardized, contains approximately 80 KWh (Kilo Watt Hours) of stored energy. This would vary depending on the size of the tree. One tree replaces approximately 8 litres of home heating oil

· 10 trees would heat the average 3 bedroom house for one week

· 100 trees would heat a small hotel/guesthouse for a week

· 100 trees eliminates approximately 2 tonnes of CO2 emissions as wood fuel is Co2 neutral.

Selection and Care

When you are selecting your Christmas tree always bear in mind where you are going to put your Christmas Tree. Make sure the size suits your home and the room you are going to put it into. For most modern homes a 6ft Christmas tree is very suitable.

Make sure it has a straight stem, even dense branches and a fresh colour. When you bring your Christmas tree home, cut an inch or two off the bottom of the stem and stand it outside in a bucket of water. Shake off any loose needles before you bring it inside and stand it in a special Christmas tree stand or in a bucket of wet sand with a water bowl to which you should add a pint of water daily. Try not to let the tree dry out as the base will re-seal itself and stop taking in water. Water is important as it prevents the needles from drying and dropping off and the branches from drooping. Water also keeps the tree fragrant. Place the tree in the coolest part of the room away from fires and radiators.

Christmas Tree Safety

Make sure your tree is properly secured and positioned clear of doorways, stairs, heaters and open fires.

Christmas tree lights can be dangerous if not properly wired. Make sure they meet approved standards - I.S./EN 60598-2-11-2005 re. Lighting Chains for Christmas trees and similar decorative purposes for indoor use. Remember to unplug tree lights and other decorations when out of the house or going to bed at night.

Tips for Decorating your Christmas Tree

Your Christmas tree is the focal point of your room and should be positioned carefully. Firstly, decide where you are going to put your tree and make sure that it is in a position where all the family can enjoy it without a danger of knocking it over! Then, match your tree to the space e.g.,  if you have a large space, go for a fuller tree.

Ornaments: Choosing a dominant colour is becoming more popular which creates a theme for your tree. If your selection of ornaments is very varied, don't feel you have to replace them all, you could just get a small selection of new items of the colour you wish to dominate e.g., red, blue, silver or gold. The trend is also leaning against tinsel and more towards garlands or bows of the same colour.

Lighting: White or clear lights are very popular now compared to multi-coloured lights a few years ago. You could however, choose a set in one colour to co-ordinate with your ornaments. Always make sure the flex is green to blend into the tree rather than stand out! The amount of lights you use is entirely up to you - American websites recommend 100 per foot of tree - but Irish people tend to go for far less. The tip is to position the lights to emphasise the size and shape of the tree by trailing the lights back and forth across each layer of branch from top to bottom. For best effect position each bulb pointing upward and outward. Please be sure to read the Christmas Tree Safety Section.

Tips: Always put the lights on first, followed by the garlands or bows and then place the ornaments. Place the larger ornaments first and finish up with the smaller items. Always allow the ornaments hang freely, not touching the branches beneath. Clustering several ornaments together can look really dramatic as can clustering ornaments of the same colour or shape.  Don't forget to top your tree with a star or an angel!

Legends and History

The Christmas tree probably developed in part from the "Paradise Tree." This tree was an evergreen decorated with apples used in a popular play about Adam and Eve held on December 24 in medieval Germany. By 1605, some Germans decorated their homes with evergreens for Christmas. They trimmed the trees with fruits, nuts, lighted candles, and paper roses. Later decorations included painted eggshells, cookies and candies.

The first Christmas trees in the United States were used in the early 1800's by German settlers in Pennsylvania. During the mid-1800's, the custom of trimming Christmas trees spread rapidly throughout the world. Today, some form of Christmas tree is part of every Christmas celebration. Decorations include tinsel, bright ornaments, and candy canes. A star is mounted on top of many Christmas trees and other Christmas displays. It represents the star that led the wise men to the stable in Bethlehem where Jesus was born.

The traditional colours of Christmas are green and red. Green represents the continuance of life through the winter and the Christian belief in eternal life through Christ. Red symbolizes the blood that Jesus shed at His Crucifixion. Christmas decorations that feature these colours include the Christmas tree, the Christmas wreath, holly, and mistletoe.

The Christmas wreath, like the evergreens used as Christmas trees, symbolizes the strength of life overcoming the forces of winter. In ancient Rome, people used decorative wreaths as a sign of victory and celebration. The custom of hanging a Christmas wreath on the front door of the home probably came from this practice.

Holly is an evergreen tree with sharply pointed, glossy leaves and red berries. It is used in making Christmas wreaths and other decorations. The needle-like points of the leaves were thought to resemble the crown of thorns that Jesus wore when He was crucified. The red berries symbolized the drops of blood He shed.

Mistletoe is an evergreen plant with dark leaves and shiny white berries. Ancient Celtic priests considered the plant sacred and gave people sprigs of it to use as charms. The custom of decorating homes with mistletoe probably came from its use as a ceremonial plant by early Europeans. In many countries, a person standing under a sprig of mistletoe may be kissed.

How to contact us:

For more information on Coillte Christmas Trees, please contact us at:

Coillte Christmas Tree Farms, Glenealy, Co. Wicklow,

Tel: +353 404 44646
Fax: +353 404 44670
Email: christmastreesales@coillte.ie
